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By-Laws made by the Council of the University of Colombo'under section 135 of the Universities Act
No.l6 of 1978, as amended subsequently

DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN INTEGRATED COASTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OCERM)

(Faculty of Technology)

BY-LAwP

1. These By-Laws may be cited as the Master of Science in Integrated Coastal Environmental
Resource Management (ICERM) (Faculty of rechnology) By-Laws NoP.3.of 2019.a

PART I - GENERAL

Award of Degree

2. Subject to these By-Laws, a person may be awarded the Degree of Master of Science in
Integrated Coastal Environmental Resource Management (ICERM) (hereinafter sometime
referred to as 'the MScl), if he/she has -

a) been a registered student of the University of Colombo (hereinafter sometime referred to as
'the University') for the period prescribed by these By-Laws,

b) thereafter pursued, the programme of study in the University to the satisfaction of the Vice-
Chancellor, as prescribed by these By-Laws, and other Regulations and Rules of the
University;

c) satisfied the Examiirers in the different forms of examination and assessment including
written examinations, viva voce examinations, assignments, reports, dissertations, defence o1
dissertations etc. as may be prescribed by these By-Laws or any other By-Laws; Regulations
or Rules of the University,

d) paid such registration, tuition, library and examination fees and other dues as may be payable
by him/trer to the University and

e) fulfilled all other requirements prescribed by these By-Laws and the Regulations and Rules

3. The Deparhnent of Environmental Technology of the Faculty of Technology (hereinafter
referred to as 'the Departmentl) shall be in charge of the adminishation of the programme
leading to the MSc (hereinafter sometime referred to as 'the programme')..
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4. There shall be a Co-ordinator fbr the plogramme and helshe shall be appointed by the Dean,

Faculty of Technology on the recornmen<lation of the Head of the Department.

Eligibiliry" lbr Ad missiion

S. No ppr:son shall be considered for admi:;sion to lhe programme leading to the MSc unless that

person satisliesr the following minimum requiren:lents:

i. a Be.chelors ,Jegree from a recognizerl University in coastal resource management / related

subj:ct, ol"

ii. any other relevant qualification accepted, on the recommendation of the Faculty Board of
the Iraculty of Technology (hereinafte,r sometime referred to as 'the Faculty Board'), by the

Senzrte of the University of Colombo

and

iii. other rcquire:nents stipulated in these By-Laws

Application arrd Adlntrission Procedure

6. Applicationsi for admission to the programme shall be invited by notice in the newspapers

and/or the lvetr site of the University of Colornbo. A person who wishes to enrol for the

programme may make an application to the Ilegistrar, University of Colombo, when the

programme is advertised.' The application shall be on a prescribed form providing the

informati6n as he/she may be required to submit, including his/her qualifications for

undertrrking the: programrne of study'

7. Applicationsrreceived shall be referred 16 fl1s prepartment. The P"p1fTlnt having examinerl

the ap.clications for necessary initial qualifications shall call the eligible candidates for an

interviaw I :viv,z voce examination and in somo cases an aptitude / subject based test. The

selectirrn witl be based on academic m,3rit and the performance at the interview I viva voce

examirntion a:rd, where it is consid,ered suitable by the Faculfy Bqard, at a written' 
examination. The'final list of candidaters to be enrolled shall be recommended to the Faculty

Board and ttre 1jenate. The decision of ttre Senate: shall be final with regard to the admission to

the prcgramrne.

Registration firr the programme

8. A person wtros,3 application for the pro[famme is accr:pted by the Senate shall_b_e required to

,"[irt., for the piogrrrr*" on or befor:e a specified date and to pay to the University the

p.ircribed. registratiin, tuition, library, laboratory, examination and other fees prescribed by

the Council. Th.e Council may, on the re,commerrdation of the Faculty Board, revise such fees

fiom time to tinre.

g. (l) On palmr:nt of the prescribed fe,;s a person shall be registered as a student of the

programme learling to the MSc.

(Z) S1cfu rr:gistration shall be valid for the periorl specified in these By-I-aws from the

aai. of registrali-on. In the case of the programme leading to the Degree of Master of Sciqnce

by Cotrrse V/ork the period of validity shall be 7 t/, academic years. In the case of students

*ho up pernritted to proc,eed to Part lll t:o read ftrr the Degree of Master of Science by Coursc

Woik ,lnci F,es,:arch ihe period of validity shall be 2 academic years fi'om the beginning
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provided they pay additional registration fees for Part III of the prograrnmq. Every student

ihall 
"nsur" 

that hislher registration remains in force throughqut the duration of the
programme.

(3) The effective date of registration shall be the date of commencement of tlie academic
activities of the progranrme. The Senate may, on the recommendation of the Faculty Board,
nominate a different date as the date of commencement in exceptional circumstances.

10. The registration shall be deemed to have lapsed at the expiration of its period of validity. A
person whose iegistration has so lapsed may renew or extend histher registration, with the
permission of the Faculty Board and the Senate, for a further period by puyrng the prescribed
fees, provided that he/she is still eligible to be registered for the programme.

t l. Registration mdy be cancelled by the Senate, on the recommendation of the Faculty Board for
any valid reasons including non-adherence to the provisions of these By-Laws and the other
Rules, Regulations and By-Laws of the University.

12. A candidate may postpone his/her registration or obtain leave of absencg by writing to the
Dean, Faculty of Technology giving reasons acceptable to the Faculty Board. In the case of a
postponement or leave of absence the candidate shall indicate the period of duration of the
postponement or being absent frorn the programme. Each request for postponement or leave
of absence shall be considered on its own merit by the Faculty Board;

13. The University shall not, under'any circumstances whatsoever, repay or refund to any person
any fees paid except where the number of applicants registered for the programme does not
make it viable for the University to conduct it, in which case the University shall refirnd all
fees minus the application fee.

PART II - PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AND DURATION

14. (l) The MSc plogramme shall be of 45 credits made of two components: Part I and Part II.

Q) Partl shall carry 30 credits (including 5 credits secured from an independent study).

(3) Part II shall carry 15 credits.

(4) Upon successful completion of Parts i and lI, a student shall become eligible to receive
the Degree of Master of Science in Integrated Coastal Environmental Resource
Management by Course Work (SLQF 9).

I

(5) Students may opt to proceed to Part III, which shall have 15 additional credits. No,student' shall be eligible to proceed to Part III unless he/she has successfully completed Parts I &
II by obtaining a GPA of not less 2.30 for Part I and a GPA of not less than 3.00 for Part
II.

(6) Upon successful completion of Part III as.well, students shall become eligible to receive
the Degree of Master of Science in Integrated Coastal Environmental Resource
Management with Course Work and Research (SLQF l0).

15. ln a theory course fifteen hours of instruction replesent one credit while thirty hours of
laboratory and field work represent one credit

Approved *tH"U":....
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Course V/ork Component (Part tr)

I6. Part I ,shall consist of theory, laboratory and fiell work and any other activities decided by the
Depar,rne,nt.

Course V/ork tComponent (Part tI)

I 7. To prc,ceed to lParl II students shall achieve a mrinirnum GPA of 2.3 in Part I.

Part II shall carry l5 credits ofcourse rvork.

R.esearct. Comrponent (Part III)

18. To prcceed rto Part III students shall achieve ,a minimurn GPA of 3.0 for Part II.

Part III shalli carry l5 credits ofresearch. Students shall be required to carry out their research
rvork/Jrroject a1: an academic/research/industrial institutioll recommended by the Department
and submit a d.issertation which shall be defencled in a viva voce examirtation. The students
may tre required to defend their rer;earch 6rroposral before a panel appointed by the
Deparlment. The research proposal anrl the supervisor/s shall be approved by the Higher
Degrees ()ommittee, the Faculty Board of Faculty of Technology and the Senate, prio.r to
commr)nc€nrent of research work.

Duration

19. The drrration olthe MSc by course work shall be of I Y, academic years. The duration of the
MSc ra,ith cc)uriie work and research shall be 02 academic years.

The maximum period allowed to complete the degree is 05 academic years from the date of first
registraticrn- Students who fail to cornplete Part I arnd Part Il within 03 academic years from the
date of first reg,istration will not be allowed to register for Part lII. However, regishation to Part
III shall depend. on eligibility criteria to be determirred by the Faculty Board and approved by the
Senate.

Examination and Scheme of Evaluation

20. The perfomrance of a student shall be: evalualed b), end-semester examinations including
presen'ations, 'written reports, laboratc,ry exanrinations and / or continuous assessments.

Evaluation of the independent study sh;lll be based on demonstrations/presentations, written
report, and a t'iva voce examination, as specified. Evaluation of the research work/project
shall b,l on the ,Jissertation and viva voce examination.

21.'The Grade lJoint Average (GPA).shall be computed using grades assigned for all courses

/papersr includir:g the research work/prcrject. The minimum grade a student shall achieve to
putr u course/p,aperl research work/pro-iect is C. No Grade Point Value of a course/paper I
research wor(llroject shall be taken intc, account for the computation of Grade Point Average
if the Grarle Point Value is less than C Grade. The Crades shall be assigned as shown below:

\,

v

Approved bY ttte Coqlcil
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Marks Range
85 and above

80-84

7s-79

70-74

65-69

60-64

s5-59

50-54

45-49

40-44
35-39

0-34

The GpA will be computed using the following formula,

Where,
w,= number of credit units for the i,h course
gi= grade points for the course

when the GPA is an integer & fraction, the fraction shalr be rounded off at two decimals.
Repeat Examinations

22' rfa student d1;s,not complete successfully the entire examination or some courses and / orresearch projecr / work in the examinatiori, h;rJ;;;peat rhe entire examination or therequired courses and/ or research orole"t 7 *"rk ;;;'examination, at tle next ava,abreopporrunity. candidates are'ailowed i" ,"p;;;';;'ailriiroi* paper / coursi oq researchprojecvwork up to a maximum of two;d;;..' 
s, eA.rrrl

PART III. THE DISSERTATION

23. (i) Initial Subruission

Two copies of the disserration based 
-"r^rli 

*::"1"h projec! in tegRorav bound form, sha,be submitted to the Exami'utioriiao.h of the univeiJity orcotomto or shafl be submitted to
:li,#?#ffi"3-X11Xff HH'h;x *:i;l,[,.,'1"J'il:*ation shar r be certi n ed by the

(ii) Evaluatio

The Examination branch shall send a copy of the dissertation to the examiners approved bythe senate on the recommendation of dri nu"rrty;il"ffi the Higher Degreestommitteeof the Facultv' At-least ";";iiil;;;rinr" ,iruit u. .-i..*"r to the prace w[".e the researchwas carried out' The examiner/s shall send th"'";;;;;-.;" to the Examination branch.

Grade
A+
A
A.':
B+
B

B-
C+

C

C.
D+
D

E

..,rJ##t varue
4.00

4.0a

3.70

3.30

3.00

2.70

2.30

2.00

1.70

I.30
r.00

0.00

(iii) Viva Voce Examination

-5-
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The E.xami,ation branch shall make arrangements to hold the viva voce examination after

receiving the evaluatiJn ."port.. from the exilminers. In case where major revrslons are

required in thr: disserr;;;;il;;,*;::: :t-*'ir"-iriornt"a 
to resubrnit the dissertation after

a<ld.retising lhe exarntner/s commeirts given at th'e yfya yoce examination, and the re-submitted

dissertation sh:lll be 
"-"'u*i"*a 

for thi:ir recontmendation'

The p;lnel firr the viva voce examination shall be'

a) Dean of the Faculty (Chainnan) 
, -.^.:-.^

bi Ht:ad of the Department or representatlve

c) Coordinator of the Prograrnme

,li E:.aminers of the dissertation

ti supervisoris as observerit 
rxamination the examiners

Based on tlte dissertation and the perfbrmance at the vtva voce

shall assign a 6irade f;;;; Ji*.r-tation. rrre g'a,tes shall be assigned as shown below'

Marks Range

85; and above

8Cr-84

7:.-79
"lCv14

65-69

67t-64

55 -s9

5Ct-54

45-49

40-44

3s-39

C;34

Grade Point Value

4.00

4.00

3.70

3.30

3.00

2.70

2.30

2.00

1.70

1.30

1.00

0.00

Grade
A+

A
A-
B+

B

B-
c+
C

C-

D+

D

E

v

(iv) Fina i Subntist;iort

Three copies c,f the dissertation, pennanently bound. wittr revisions, if any, together with an

elscllqrnic coplr shall be submitted t;;;-E;"nrination utu'"t'' The internal Examiner shall

cefl;ifl that r:orrections, revision. "t". 
t uvl ["", a"ry effected by the candidate by signing the

certifir;ate irr sc'hedule 2'

Eligibilify for the 1\1Sr: Degree 
fulfil other

Zi.Thecandidrntes are required to obtain a GPA of 2'30 or above and shall

requiremontsasprescribeqlytl:::;;:L;tt;dRulesandRegulationsoftheUniversitvto
Ue eligiUte firr r,hl award of the MSc degree

25.candi<lates',,,,h,cobtainaGPAof2'00oraboveforPartlmaybeeligiblefortheawardofthe
postgrad*atr, fioj;;";here applicair,i pto'iato the. carrdiiates fulfil other requirements as

prescribe<l tv',',il#^sv-'i';;;fi {J;; ina n',gutution'- oi it't Universitv' candidates who

obtain a Gp.A of 2.30 tr above f". P;; ;r.jJ;;:il ;ay. be eligible for the award of the MSc

by cotrrse worli, provided the candidates fulfi1 other r"quirem#ts as prescribed by these By-

Laws imcl Ruki and Regulations "f 
,h; il;;"i[' CunOlAutes who obtain a GPA of 3'00 or

above for Part lli of the progmn't"'ii'u"/1" "iigiUf" 
for the award r:f the MSc with course

AmrorcO by rhe eoungf
soqrh
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work and research provided the candidates fulfil other requirements as presclibed by theseBy-Laws and Rules and Regulations of the University.

PART IV _ INTERPRETATION

26. In these By-Laws unless the context otherwise requires,

"council" means the council of the University of colombo constituted under the universitiesAct No 16 of l97g;

"Department" means Department of Environmentar rechnorogy;

"Faculty" means Faculty of Technology, University of Colombo;

"Registrar" means the Registrar, Acting Registrar, Deputy Registrar, Senior AssistantRegistrar, Assistant Registrar and any other officer uuihoiir.d"to ;il f;;;;j o"ri u"t utrorri,"Registrar of the University of Colom-bo;

"senate" means the Senate of the university of colombo constituted under the universitiesAct No.16 of t97g;

"SLQF" means the Sri Lanka eualifications Framework;

"Universit5r" means the university of colombo constifuted under the universities Act No. l6of 1978.

27 ' Any question t"cTdjlg the interpretation of these By-Laws shall be referred to the council whosedecision thereon shall be final.
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SCHEDUX,E

Module Name
Semester 1

Intt"d*rt" d Environmental

TlchnologY
n.."* ftJi'"tiloao to gi 

"s 
and S ci enti [r c Writirr g

Coastal Zcne and Eco ry*ttt r, 993il4 if!,"rgfq

}lt-qlq. qgl-Coqstal tourism -- - .*-;=.;-
Otfr"tf o"ttrl [,ivelihoods and EcorcIryjttt!!91

Er*,"11,:leq1l@gyr:e: manqs;ement -
M cnrr-P,..itt tqqlryug !1BIggI's
Er;onorrrics of Nature

G **i*"t q9!y9rr1119!p:!g collab oration

Coastal Prrlces.ses

Crasl.al Pollution
Semester 2

,q.nrfit of m.uti to Coastal E'cosystems

Elimate Change and lmpacts

dent S
Sernester 3

ru-*x. Ciq,le-gLqql q &I ""3!91
Erwironme4q Irnp3gl! rlEgsslEntsr,1'.#il6ffi n r, "t " 

g orueser
;#,*tfi ffi ptr i, M*,"getnent of coastal Resources

arJ Emironmental fechnology . - _:_* -- 

-

v

Sernester 4

Rrlsettrch & Dissertation

Total v

AoOrored bY the Qguncil
55-5:r'-
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I.

t

Faculty of Technolog;y

December 2011,

J::""::ffi-9-

a

2.

Certd,:ed by

Superrisor I Name

lSignature

Supen,risor 2 .Name
Date.

lSignature

Certified by,

Intemal examiner Name

. Signature

Date



Approved bY the Counetl

Meeting No'.--....-.....
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